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Proposition 1 | S.J.R. No. 14

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from
ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving
spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran. _

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 1-b, Article VIII, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding
Subsections (j) and (k) to read as follows:

(1) The legislature by general !aw may provide that the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or
totally disabled veteran who qualified for an exemption in accordance with Subsection (i) of this
section from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the disabled veteran's residence
homestead when the disabled veteran died is entitled to an exemption from ad valorem taxation of
the same portion of the market value of the same property to which the disabled veteran's exemption

applied if:

(1} the surviving spouse has not remarried since the death of the disabled veteran:

and
(2) the property: : -
{A) was the residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the disabled

veteran died: and

(B) remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse.

(k) The legislature by peneral law may provide that if a surviving spouse who qualifies for an
exemption in accordance with Subsection (j) of this section subsequently qualifies a_different
property as the surviving spouse's residence homestead, the surviving spouse is entitled to an
exemption from ad valorem taxation of the subsequently qualified homestead in an amount equal to
the dollar amount of the exemption from ad valorem taxation of the former homestead in accordance
with Subsection (j) of this section in the last vear in which the surviving spouse received an
exemption in accordance with that subsection for that homestead if the surviving spouse has not

remarried since the death of the disabled veteran.

SECTION 2. The following temporary provision is added to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional
amendment proposed by the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 201 1, authorizing the legislature to
provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence
homestead of the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran.

(b) Sections 1-b(j} and (k), Article VIII, of this constitution take effect January 1, 2012, and
apply only to a tax year beginning on or after that date.

{¢) This temporary provision expires January 1, 2013,

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters atan
election to be held November 8, 2011." The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the.
surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran."




Proposition 2 S.JR. No. 4

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of additional general obligation
bonds by the Texas Water Development Board.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Article I, Texas Constitution, is amended by addmg Section 49-d-11 to read
as follows:

Sec. 49-d-11. (a) In addition to the bonds authorized by the other provisions of this article,
the Texas Water Development Board may issue general obligation bonds, at its determination and on
a continuing basis, for one or more accounts of the Texas Water Development Fund 11 in amounts
such that the agprepate principal amount of the bonds issued by the board under this section that are
outstanding at any time does not exceed $6 billion.

(b) Section 49-d-8 of this article applies to the bonds authorized by thlS section.  The
limitation in Section 49-d-8 of this article that the Texas Water Development Board may not issue
bonds in excess of the aggregate principal amount of previously authorized bonds does not apply to
the bonds authorized by and issued under this section.

{c) A limitation on the percentage of state participation in any single project imposed by this
article does not apply to a project funded with the proceeds of bonds issued under the authority of
this section or Section 49-d-8 of this article. _

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shal} be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November §, 2011, The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of additional general
obligation bonds by the Texas Water Development Board in an amount not to exceed $6 billion at
any time outstanding."

Proposition 3 S.J.R. No. 50

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of general obligation bonds of the
state to finance educational loans to students.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THL: STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Article lII, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding Section 50b-7 to read as
follows: & .

Sec. 50b-7. (a) The legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board or its successor or successors to issue and sell general obligation bonds of the
State of Texas for the purpose of financing educational loans to students in the manner provided by
law. The principal amount of outstanding bonds issued under this section must at all times be equal
to or less than the agpregate principal amount of state general obligation bonds previously authorized
for that purpose by any other provision or former provision of this constitution.

(b)_The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the denominations, bear
interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board or i1s successor or successors.

(c)_The maximum net e¢ffective interest rate to be borne by bonds issued under this section
may not exceed the maximum rate provided by law.

(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of bond proceeds and may establish and
provide for the investment of an interest and sinking fund to pay the bonds. Income from the




investment shall be used for the purposes prescribed by the legislature. ,

(¢) While any of the bonds issued under this section or interest on the bonds is outstanding
and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the first money coming into the treasury in each fiscal year,
not otherwise appropriated by this constitution, the amount sufficient to pay the principal of and
interest on the bonds that mature or become due during the fiscal year, less any amount in an interest
and sinking fund established under this section at the end of the preceding fiscal year that is pledged
to the payment of the bonds or interest, . : ' ‘ '

(f) Bonds issued under this section, after approval by the attorney general, registration by the
comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, are incontestable,

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted 1o the voters at an
election to be held November 8,201 1. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of general obligation bonds
of the State of Texas to finance educational loans to students."

Proposition 4 - H.J.R.No. 63

‘ A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit a county to issue bonds or
notes to finance the development or redevelopment of an unproductive, underdeveloped, or blighted
area and to pledge for repayment of the bonds or notes increases in ad valorem taxes imposed by the
county on property in the area.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 1-g(b), Article VIII, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:

(b) The legislature by general law may authorize an incorporated city or town or a county to
issue bonds or notes to finance the development or redevelopment of an unproductive,
underdeveloped, or blighted area within the city, [¥] town, or county and to pledge for repayment of
those bonds or notes increases in ad valorem tax revenues imposed on property in the area by the
city, [e¥] town, or county and other political subdivisions.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
clection to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit a county to issue

bonds or notes to finance the development or redevelopment of an unproductive, underdeveloped, or

blighted area and to pledge for repayment of the bonds or notes increases in ad valorem taxes

imposed by the county on property in the area. The amendment does not provide authority for

increasing ad valorem tax rates.”
PropositionS ~ S.J.R.No. 26

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to allow cities or counties to enter
into interlocal contracts with other cities or counties without the imposition of a tax or the provision
of a sinking fund. , |
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 5, Article XI, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 5. (a) Cities having more than five thousand (5000) inhabitants may, by a majority voie

of the qualified voters of said city, at an election held for that purpose, adopt or amend their charters.-

If the number of inhabitants of cities that have adopted or amended their charters under this section




is reduced to five thousand (5000) or fewer, the cities still may amend their charters by a majority
vote of the qualified voters of said city at an election held for that purpose. The adoption or
amendment of charters is subject to such limitations as may be prescribed by the Legislature, and no
charter or any ordinance passed under said charter shall contain any provision inconsistent with the
Constitution of the State, or of the general laws enacted by the Legislature of this State. Said cities
may levy, assess and collect such taxes as may be authorized by law or by their charters; but no tax
for any purpose shall ever be lawful for any one year, which shall exceed two and one-half per cent.
of the taxable property of such city, and no debt shall ever be created by any city, unless at the same
time provision be made to assess and collect annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest thereon and
creating a sinking fund of at least two per cent. thereon, except as provided by Subsection (b).
Furthermore, no city charter shall be altered, amended or repealed oftener than every two years. -

(b) To increase efficiency and effectiveness to the greatest extent possible, the legislature -
may by general law authorize cities to enter into_interlocal contracts with other cities or counties
without meeting the assessment and sinking fund requirements under Subsection (a).

SECTION 2. Section 7, Article XI, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 7. (a) All counties and cities bordering on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico are hereby
authorized upon a vote of the majority of the qualified voters voting thereon at an election called for
such purpose to levy and collect such tax tor construction of sea walls, breakwaters, or sanitary
purposes, as may now or may hereafter be authorized by law, and may create a debt for such works
and issue bonds in evidence thereot. But no debt for any purpose shall ever be incurred in any
manner by any city or county unless provision is made, at the time of creating the same, for levying
and collecting a sufficient tax to pay the interest thereon and provide at least two per cent (2%) as a
sinking fund, except as provided by Subsection (b); and the condemnation of the right of way for the
erection of such works shall be fully provided for,

(b) To increase efficiency and effectiveness to the preatest extent possible, the legislature
may by general law authorize cities or counties to enter into interlocal contracts with other cities or
counties without meeting the tax and sinking fund requirements under Subsection (a).

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to allow cities or counties to
enter into interfocal contracts with other cities or counties without the imposition of a tax or the
provision of a sinking fund.”

Proposition 6 ~ H.J.R. No. 109

- A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to clarify references to the permanent school fund, to allow
the General Land Office to distribute revenue derived from permanent school fund land or other
properties to the available school fund, and to provide for an increase in the market value of the
permanent school fund for the purpose of allowing increased distributions from the available school
fund.

BEIT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 49-b(h), Article IIL, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:

(h) Lands purchased and comprising a part of the Veterans' Land Fund are declared to be
held for a governmental purpose, but the individual purchasers of those lands shall be subject to
taxation to the same extent and in the same manner as are purchasers of lands dedicated to the
Permanent [Free-Publie] School Fund. The lands shall be sold to veterans in quantities, on terms, at -




prices, and at fixed, variable, floating, or other rates of interest, determined by the Board and in
accordance with rules of the Board. Notwithstanding any provisions of this section to the contrary,
lands in the Veterans' Land Fund that are offered for sale to veterans and that are not sold may be -
sold or resold to the purchasers in quantities, on terms, at prlces and at rates of interest determined

- by the Board and in accordance with rules of the Board.

SECTION 2. Sections 2 and 4, Article VII, Texas Constitution, are amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 2. All funds, lands and other property heretofore set apart and appropriated for the
support of public schools; all the alternate sections of land reserved by the State out of grants
heretofore made or that may hereafter be made to railroads or other corporations of any nature
whatsoever; one half of the public domain of the State; and all sums of money that may come to the
State from the sale of any portlon of the same, shall constitute a p_ermanen [pe%pe%u&l—p&bke] school
fund.

" Sec. 4. The lands herein set apart to the Permanent [Publie-Eree| School fund, shall be sold
under such regulations, at such times, and on such terms as may be prescribed by law; and the
Legislature shall not have power to grant any reliefto purchasers thereof. The proceeds of such sales
must be used to acquire other land for the Permanent [PublieEree] School fund as provided by law
or the proceeds shall be invested by the comptroller of public accounts, as may be directed by the
Board of Education herein provided for, in the bonds of the United States, the State of Texas, or
counties in said State, or in such other securities, and under such restrictions as may be prescribed by
law; and the State shall be responsible for all investments.

SECTION 3. Section 5, Article VII, Texas Constitution, is amended by aniending Subsection
(a) and adding Subsection (g) to read as follows:

(2) The permanent school fund consists of all land appropriated for publlc schools by this
constitution or the other laws of this state, other properties belonging to the permanent school fund,
and all revenue derived from the land or other properties. The available school fund consists of the
distributions made to it from the total return on all investment assets of the permanent schoo! fund,
the taxes authorized by this constitution or general law to be part of the available school fund, and
appropriations made to the available school fund by the legislature. The total amount distributed
from the permanent school fund to the available school fund:

(1) in each year of a state fiscal biennium must be an amount that is not more than six
percent of the average of the market value of the permanent school fund, excluding real property
belonging to the fund that is managed, sold, or acquired under Section 4 of this article, but including
discretionary real assets investments and cash in the state treasury derived from property belonging
to the fund, on the last day of each of the 16 state fiscal quarters preceding the regular session of the
legislature that begins before that state fiscal biennium, in accordance with the rate adopted by:

(A) a vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the State Board of
Education, taken before the regular session of the legislature convenes; or '

(B) the legislature by general law or appropriation, if the State Board of
Education does not adopt a rate as provided by Paragraph (A) of this subdivision; and

(2) over the 10-year period consisting of the current state fiscal year and the nine
preceding state fiscal years may not exceed the total return on all investment assets of the permanent
school fund over the same 10-year period.

() Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution or of a statute, the General Land
Office or an entity other than the State Board of Education that has responsibility for the
management of permanent school fund land or other properties may in its sole discretion distribute to
the available school fund each year revenue derived during that vear from the land or properties, not




to exceed $300 million each year.

SECTION 4. The following temporary provision is added to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional
amendment proposed by H.J.R. No. 109, 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, providing for an
increase in the market value of the permanent school fund for the purpose of allowing increased
distributions from the available school fund.

(b) The change to Section 5(a), Article VII, of this constitution made by the amendment
applies to a distribution from the permanent school fund to the available school fund made on or
after September 1. 2011.

“{c) This temporary provision expires December 1, 2015.

SECTION 5. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 8, 201 1. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment clarifying references to the permanent school fund,
allowing the General Land Office to distribute revenue from permanent school fund land or other
properties to the available school fund to provide additional funding for public education, and
providing for an increase in the market value of the permanent school fund for the purpose of
allowing increased distributions from the available school fund."”

Proposition 7 S.J.R. No. 28

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the provision of parks and recreational facilities by
conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso County.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subsection (¢c-1), Section 59, Article X VI, Texas Constitution, is amended to
read as follows:

(c-1) In addition and only as provided by this subsection, the Legislature may authorize
conservation and reclamation districts to develop and finance with taxes those types and categories
of parks and recreational facilities that were not authorized by this section to be developed and
financed with taxes before September 13, 2003. For development of such parks and recreational
facilities, the Legislature may authorize indebtedness payable from taxes as may be necessary to
provide for improvements and maintenance only for a conservation and reclamation district all or
part of which is located in Bexar County, Bastrop County, Waller County, Travis County,
Williamson County, Harris County, Galveston County, Brazoria County, Fort Bend County, [ef]
Montgomery County, or El Paso County, or for the Tarrant Regional Water District, a water control

and improvement district located in whole or in part in Tarrant County. All the indebtedness may be

evidenced by bonds of the conservation and reclamation district, to be issued under regulations as
may be prescribed by law. The Legislature may also authorize the levy and collection within such
district of all taxes, equitably distributed, as may be necessary for the payment of the interest and the
creation of a sinking fund for the payment of the bonds and for maintenance of and improvements to
such parks and recreational facitities. The indebtedness shall be a lien on the property assessed for
the payment of the bonds. The Legislature may not authorize the issuance of bonds or provide for
indebtedness under this subsection against a conservation ard reclamation district unless a
proposition is first submitted to the qualified voters of the district and the proposition is adopted.
This subsection expands the authority of the Legislature with respect to certain conservation and
reclamation districts and is not a limitation on the authority of the Legislature with respect to
conservation and reclamation districts and parks and recreational facilitics pursuant to this section as




that authority existed before September-13, 2003.

SECTION 2. The legisiature intends by the amendment proposed by Section 1 of this
resolution to expand the authority of the legislature with regard to conservation and reclamation
districts in El Paso County. The proposed amendment should not be construed as a limitation on the
powers of the legislature or of a district with respect to parks and recreational facilities as those
powers exist immediately before the amendment takes effect.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters atan
election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit conservation and

reclamation districts in E! Paso County to issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the .

development and maintenance of parks and recreational facilities."
Proposition 8 S.J.R.No. 16

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment providing for the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes of |

open-space land devoted to water-stewardship purposes on the basis of its productive capacity.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subsection (a), Section 1-d-1, Article VIIL, Texas Constitution, is amended to
read as follows:

(a) To promote the preservation of open-space land, the legislature shall provide by general
law for taxation of open-space land devoted to farm, ranch, {ez] wildlife management, or water-
stewardship purposes on the basis of its productive capacity and may provide by general law for
taxation of open-space land devoted to timber production on the basis of its productive capacity. The
legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations under this section and may impose
sanctions in furtherance of the taxation policy of this section. .

SECTION 2. The following temporary provision is added to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional
amendment proposed by the 82nd Legislature, Regular Segsion, 2011, providing for the appraisal for
ad valorem tax purposes of open-space land devoted to water-stewardship purposes on the basis of
its productive capacity.

(b) The amendment to Section 1-d-1(a), Article VIIL of this constitution takes effect January
1,2012.

() This temporary provision expires January 1, 2013.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing for the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes

of open-space land devoted to water-stewardship purposes on the basis of its productive capacity."

Proposition 9 ~ S.JR.No.9

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION :
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the governor to grant a parden to a person who
successfully completes a term of deferred adjudication community supervision.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: _
SECTION 1. Subsection (b), Section 11, Article [V, Texas Constitution, is amended to read
as follows: g '




{(b) In all criminal cases, except treason and impeachment, the Governor shall have power,
after conviction or successful completion of a term of deferred adjudication community supervision,
on the written signed recommendation and advice of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, or a majority
thereof, to grant reprieves and commutations of punishment and pardons; and under such rules as the
Legislature may prescribe, and upon the written recommendation and advice of a majority of the
Board of Pardons and Paroles, he shall have the power to remit fines and forfeitures. The Governor
shall have the power to grant one reprieve in any capital case for a period not to exceed thirty (30}
days; and he shall have power to revoke conditional pardons. With the advice and consent of the
Legislature, he may grant reprieves, commutations of punishment and pardons in cases of treason.

' SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the governor to grant a pardon to a person
who successtully completes a term of deferred adjudication community supervision.”

Proposition 10 S.J.R. No. 37

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to change the length of the unexpired term that causes the
automatic resignation of certain elected county or district officeholders if they become candidates for
another office.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subsection (b), Section 65, Article X VI, Texas Constitution, is amended to
read as follows: , :

(b) If any of the officers named herein shall announce their candidacy, or shall in fact

. become a candidate, in any General, Special or Primary Election, for any office of profit or trust:

under the laws of this State or the United States other than the office then held, at any time when the
unexpired term of the office then held shall exceed one [(1)] year and 30 days, such announcement or
such candidacy shall constitute an automatic resignation of the office then held, and the vacancy
thereby created shall be filled pursuant to law in the same manner as other vacancies for such office
are filled.

SECTION 2. (a) This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 8, 2011, only if the secretary of state certifies that an enactment of
the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, that became law provides for a filing deadline for an
application for a place on the general primary ballot that occurs in the calendar year before the year
in which the primary is held. If the secretary of state does not make a certification under this
subsection, this resolution has no effect.

{b) If'the election on this amendment is held, the ballot shall be printed to permlt voting for
or against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to change the length of the unexpired
term that causes the automatic resignation of certain elected county or district officeholders if they
become candidates for another office."
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